
SJSU First Generation College Students
- Being away from home

- Looking for financial help
- Learning to live in a new 

environment
- Adapting to fast paced courses

- Adapting to professors
- Growing up 

While 42 percent of students whose parents 

attended college graduated within fours years, only 

27 percent of first-generation students graduated 

within four years.

While nearly 60 percent of students whose parents 

attended college graduated within five years, 

less than 45 percent of first-generation students 

graduated in the same time frame.

While 64 percent of students whose parents 

attended college graduated within six years, only 

50 percent of first-generation students earned their 

degrees in that time frame

According to “Completing College: Assessing 

Graduation Rates at Four-Year Institutions,” a 

2011 study completed by the Higher Education 

Research Institute at UCLA: 

Did you know?
Since 2011, over half of incoming FROSH and 

transfer students at San Jose University identify 

as the first in their family to persure a four year 

degree. The majority of first-generation  college 

students at SJSU are students of color. 

SJSU has a great number of helpful resources, you 

can visit the main SJSU website and type “First 

Generation College Students on the  right search 

bar. 

What makes up a First 
Gen. College Student?

- Student with neither parents h having any 
education beyond high sc

Responses from fellow First 
Gen. College Student:

What is the 
biggest 

you have 
as a first 

gen. 
college 

student? 

Jesus Navarez (Nursing 
Major) 

“Since my parents did not 
go to college because they 

imigrated from Mexico, 
they didn’t know how to 
support my idea of going 

to college” 
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- I received scholarship money from Generate and it was 
as easy as fillimg in a few questions. They made it super 
easy and simple for the students, so they encoursge to 
apply for scholarships that the school has to offer!

Resources:
ASPIRE Program Generate

I am part of the  ASPIRE Program and along 

with the academic advising they provide they 

also do all they can in their ability to help you 

with any situation you may need assistance in. 

Visit the 

ASPIRE 

Program 

website  

for more 

info

Offers:
- Workshops to help with 

college courses and future jobs
-Social events to get to know 

other first gen. students
-Giveaways

-Scholarships
-Counseling & Mentoring

"I Relate" 
Campaign

With more than half of new Freshmen 

and Transfer students identifying as first-

generation since Fall 2011, “I Relate” began as 

a campaign designed to inform prospective 

and current SJSU students about first-

generation college student achievements at 

San José State. 

Current students, staff, and faculty are 

encouraged to share their experiences as 

a first-generation college student.  Each 

month, 2-3 of these profiles will be featured 

on the GENERATE website, social media 

accounts, and potentially additional SJSU 

materials.


